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Facing the Issues 
(part 1) 

1 Corinthians  03:00-06:20 

 

Introduction 

God is looking for a spiritual church – a people 

who display his nature, his character and his 

power. This is church that not only believes the 

right things but also thinks and does the right 

things. Men and women who do ‘all for the glory 

of God’ (10:31) 

 

Spiritual people or ‘merely 
human’ 

The believers in Corinth were clearly gifted and 

were praised by Paul because they were ‘not 

lacking in any spiritual gift ‘ (1:7).  However, 

despite being spiritual gifted, their thinking and 

behaviour indicated that they were not spiritual.  

In fact, Paul described them as children or babes 

in Christ. Not only did he describe them as unable 

to receive ‘solid food’, he declared them to be 

people who were worldly or carnal. A church that 

was led more by natural desires and inclinations 

than by the Spirit of God (3:1-2). He calls them 

‘mere men’ (3:4) indicating that even if their 

meetings had evidence of the Holy Spirit, their 

lives did not. They were thinking and behaving as 

people who did not know God. 

It is vital to understand that while we are 

encouraged to pursue spiritual gifts, they are only 

one aspect of the Holy Spirit’s empowering - they 

do not mark or define Christian maturity. Instead 

spiritual growth takes place when we stop being 

worldly and we adopt spiritual thinking and 

spiritual behaviour. We are not called simply to be 

the same as everyone else in society. Instead we 

are to be ‘more than human’, our new nature in 

Christ becoming more and more evident as we 

grow in faith. 

 

Worldly thinking and 
behaviour 

In Chapters 3 to 6, Paul identifies issues where 

the church in Corinth was being worldly. The 

Message puts his view like this: “I’m completely 

frustrated by your unspirutal dealings with each 

other and with God’ (3:1). Although he deals with 

a varied range of subjects, they fall into roughly 

four areas of concern.  

In each case he describes what he has heard or 

learned about them – sometimes in response to 

reports he has received (5:1) and sometimes 

based on their own statements or sayings (3:4, 

6:12-13). In response to this evidence, he 

diagnoses the issue and teaches them the 

necessary ‘wisdom of the Spirit’ (2:6).  

Although it can’t have been easy for the 

Corinthians to hear or read, this letter is very 

instructive about some of the most valuable 

principles of life together in the body of Christ. 

While we may not experience exactly the same 

difficulties, certainly the issues and principles are 

vital for us to understand.  

Like Paul, our goal must be to seek to do ‘all for 

the glory of God’. So, what are some of those 

issues of spiritual wisdom that Paul describes? 

All for the glory of God 

10:31 
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Jealousy & quarrelling 
03:00-03:23 

“I follow Paul” “I follow Apollos” (3:4) 

Division and partiality was clearly very evident in 

the church since Paul returns to a theme which 

he began with in chapter 1. However, here he 

clearly identifies it as direct evidence of their 

unspiritual life (3:3).  

At the root of the problem was wrong thinking 

about how growth takes place in individual 

believers as well as in the church (3:5ff). There 

was no need to boast in certain men or align with 

or against others since it is God himself who 

gives everything that endures. 

Instead of evaluating and dividing themselves 

around individual ministries, they needed to know 

that the foundation of the church is Christ himself 

(3:11). Whoever builds on this will have their work 

tested, to be rewarded or consumed according to 

God’s judgement(3:12-15).  

Rather than comparing and competing with one 

another, they needed to unite around the truth 

that they all belonged to Christ and that in Him 

they had all that they needed (3:21-23). 

 

Arrogance and boasting 
04:00 – 04:21 

“the talk of these arrogant people” (4:19) 

In this chapter Paul highlights problems of 

arrogance that arose from the Corinthian’s self 

satisfaction (4:7). In response, Paul continues to 

develop their understanding of ministry and the 

apostolic role.  

A key issue was that the church needed to set 

aside empty boasting and mere talking (4:19). 

They misunderstood the difference between 

‘guides’ and ‘fathers’ (4:15) and so could not 

recognise the genuine ministry towards them. 

Their worldliness had made them blind to what 

they had received and from whom. 

The solution was for them to welcome and imitate 

spiritual leadership (4;16), particularly in the light 

of the cost of and motivation for that ministry.   

Immorality and sexual sin 
05:00 – 05:13 

“It is actually reported that there is sexual 

immorality among you” (5:1) 

This phrase sums up something of the apostle’s 

absolute shock regarding the report of incest 

within the church.  What was more troubling was 

their arrogance in tolerating this sin (5:1-3). 

The evidence of worldliness was not only the 

sexual immorality, but that Corinthian believers 

they had associated with this man (5:11)who 

claimed to be a brother instead of casting him out 

of the church (5:5).  The freedom from the law 

that they celebrated (for example see 6:12) was 

not Christian liberty but serious sin.   

They failed to understand that exercising strong 

discipline and ‘delivering this man to Satan’ was 

necessary:  

 in the hope that he would be ‘saved in the 

day of the Lord’ (5:5), and 

 to cleanse the church of ‘leaven’ that 

would spread through the body (5:6-7). 

True Christian freedom means dealing ruthlessly 

with sin, both in the individual and in the church. 

 

Lawsuits and disputes 
 06:00 -06:20 

“But you yourselves wrong and defraud even your 

own brothers” (6:8) 

The later part of this chapter (6:12-20) deals 

again with sexual immorality. However, Paul first 

addresses the issue of lawsuits between 

believers (6:1). He immediately places the 

problem in an eternal context (6:2-3) and also 

lays out a vital principle – within the church 

conflict and disagreement may take place but it is 

to be settled internally.  

There are things at stake which are far more 

critical than simply resolving the problem or an  

individual’s rights. The covenant unity of the body 

and its witness before the world is so important 

that it is better to suffer loss or be wronged than 

to perpetuate disputes and disagreements (6:7). 


